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MISSOULA-GAME DATES:

The Universicy of Montana basketball team will open Big Sky
Conference play this weekend, January 5-6, hosting Gonzaga
and Idaho in Adams Field House. Tipoff for both games is 8 p.m.

PRELIMINARY GAME:

There will be no preliminary game Friday evening, however,
coach Scott Hollenbeck's JV team (4-1) will resume action
Saturday at 5:50 p.m. against Eastern Washington State.

RADIO:

All UM games will be broadcast by Bill Schwanke on KYLT-AM
(580), with pregame beginning at approximately 7:45p.m.

COACHES:

Grizzly coach Mike Montgomery is in his initial campaign at
UM, and is currently 6-5 in nonleague action. Idaho is
coached by Don Monson, who like Montgomery is in his first
year as head coach in the BSC. Monson's Vandals are 6-5,
with a recent 64-51 loss to host Washington State on Tuesday.
Gonzaga's Dan Fitzgerald is another new face in the BSC coaching
ranks, and 1n his first season . Gonzaga is off to an excellent
start with a 9-3 record.

SERIES STANDING:

UM holds an 85-52 advantage over the Bulldogs in their long
hoop history. The Grizzlies won two last season, winning
59-47 in Missoula and 69-55 in Spokane. UM also swept Idaho
(67-60, 81-68); although the Vandals hold a 62-42 lead in the
series between the teams.

TENTATIVE STARTERS:

MONTANA
Blaine Taylor, 6-1, So. (3.8 ppg)
Tim McCauley, 6-1, Jr. (5.7 ppg)
John Stroeder, 6-10, Jr. (14.4 ppg)
Allan Nielsen, 6-6, Sr. (14.3 ppg)
Craig Henkel, 6-7, Sr. (10.5 ppg)
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GONZAGA
Don Baldwin, 6-2, So. (4.0)
Ed Wh1te, 6-5, Jr. (9.4)
Paul Cathey, 6-7, Sr. (12.9)
Carl Pierce, 6-7, Jr. ( 5.0)
J. Shepperd, 6-4, Jr. (11. 5)

IDAHO
G Don Newman, 6-2, Jr. (20 2 ppg)
G Ted Strugar, 6-3, Fr. (7.3 ppg)
C Jeff Brudie, 6-11, So. (5.1 ppg)
F Reed Jaussi, 6-4 Jr. (12. 5 ppg)
ChrisP i ce, 6-8, Sr (7.1 ppg)
TEAM STATS :

Top rebounders for Gonzaga are Carl Pierce and Paul Cathey,
averaging 7.7 and 8.6, respectively. The Bulldogs are shooting
50 percent as a team, and averaging 76.2 po1nts a game.
Gunzaga's losses have been to Portland (91-76), Washington State
(66-63) ana Orego State (59-58).
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Ida ho is led by guard Don Newman, one of only two Big Sky
players averaging more than 20 (20.2) points a game. Newman,
a starter for LSU at one point in his career, has scored 20
or more points in five games, including 29 and 28 against
Whitworth and Roos eve lt, respectively.
The Vandals are averaging 72 points a game, compared to their
opponents' 66.8.

KOA CLASSIC:

UM placed second in the KOA Classic in Billings last weekend,
losing 77-69 to undefeated Portland (11-0) in the championship
game. UM defeated LaSalle 91-78 the opening night.
Senior forward Al Nielsen sparked UM, scoring 27 points against
LaSalle and 20 in the Portland game. Nielsen hit on 22 of 32
field goal attempts and is now shooting 51 percent overall
from the floor. Center John Stroeder led the team in
rebounding with 16 in both games, and had seven assists in the
loss.

MONTGOMERY QUOTES:

"Gonzaga is playing very good right now, as good as anyone
in the league. Their three losses have been to good teams.
They've got a new coach (Dan Fitzgerald) who has brought in a
lot of JC players, and it looks like they could be a contender
for the title.
Idaho is a much-improved team, with everyone back. They've
added a good guard in Don Newman, who was a starter at LSU as
a freshman, and may be as good as any guard in the league.
We're up against a good conference this season, and we have
to play good at home to compete in it. We have an opportunity
to win the conference at this point. We also have an opportunity
to go to the NCAA's; it just depends on what we do from here
on out. We're playing good as a team now. We are passing
the ball well and learning to be unselfish.
Last weekend Nielsen showed the offensive support we need, and
I thought Stroeder did a lot of things for us. I was also
pleased with the way the guards played. I thou ght they shot
the ball better, and showed good poise.

FUTURE GAMES:

UM will be on the road Thursday, January 11 and Saturday,
January 13, playing at Northern Arizona and Weber State. They
return home Monday, January 15th, hosting Air Force.
###

